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This project, which is part of a nationwide effort to create a detailed
geochemical landscape for the continental US, Alaska and Hawaii, is a
cooperative effort between the NDGS, the US Geological Survey, the North
Dakota Office of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and North
Dakota State University (NDSU). As of 9 August 2004 approximately 655 (89%)
of the 735 randomly-selected sample sites in the State had been visited by
NRCS and NDSU field crews, resulting in the collection of about 1,500 soil
samples. Most of the samples that remain to be collected are in the
southeastern part of the state (see map). Collection is scheduled to be
completed this fall

Approximately 600 of the samples have already been shipped to the USGS for
chemical analysis, and the remainder will follow before the end of the year. The
full data set, comprising analyses for a suite of approximately 20 chemical
elements including arsenic, mercury and selenium is expected to be available
about 6 months thereafter.

Among the products that are expected to result from this study is a set of maps
showing the statewide distribution of each of these chemical elements.

L.A. Manz
10 August 2004
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